held in Groningen. The summer school runs for 2 weeks and attracts students from across the globe. The program includes tutorials, patient-led sessions, student presentations, clinical and research streams and a social program put together by local students. This journal has published papers on both the Groningen and Vienna summer schools [2, 3] , and I encourage you to (re)visit these papers for additional information.
Each year the essay topic changes, with 'how best to teach and learn about cancer in medical schools' being chosen for 2016. In the 13 years that the competition has run, this is the first time that students have been asked to look at the issues surrounding cancer education. Previous topics have centred on more clinically focussed themes, such as multidisciplinary cancer care, issues faced by rural and remote populations and the implications of advances in cancer research. Each topic is deliberately broad to allow students to explore the area, with the only limitation being a 2,500-word limit. Essays are judged on the concise and logical presentation of their argument, relevance to cancer care in Australia and relevance to medical students [4] .
The 2016 winning essay, written by Mr. Robert McRae a final year medical student from the University of Notre Dame Australia's Sydney Medical School, has been published in its entirety in this edition of the Journal. The essay is unique in that it offers the perspective of a medical student on both the importance of cancer education and the form that such education might take. As an essay, it offers a very different insight to those which we obtain through the ubiquitous teaching evaluations or surveys. As such, there have been no editorial changes to the original essay submission, with the exception of the formatting of references.
I am sure that you will enjoy reading this essay, and for those of you who are involved in the teaching of medical students, the essay submissions that were awarded runnerup prizes are available from the Cancer Council Australia website [4] .
Darren Starmer Chair-Oncology Education Committee, Cancer Council Australia.
